Building and Development
Services Department

1112 Manatee Avenue West
Bradenton, FL 34205
Phone: (941) 748-4501
www.mymanatee.org

September 28, 2021

To: Landowners Claiming Agritourism based on Section 570.85 F.S. (Revised)

Dear Landowners:

Manatee County is concerned with the offsite impacts related to Agritourism Activities on
Agriculturally Zoned lands. Based on Florida Statute 570.85(1), the Statute “does not limit the
powers and duties of a local government to address substantial offsite impacts of agritourism
activities or an emergency as provided in Chapter 252.”

County staff has determined that Agritourism Activities need to be reviewed to address
substantial offsite impacts, or an emergency pursuant to Chapter 252. Based on Manatee
County Land Development Code Section 401.2 “Schedule of Uses”, the process for this will be
Special Permit (SP) approval. SP approval shall be required for existing or proposed
Agritourism Activities. Any landowner conducting Agritourism Activities without submitting for the
SP approval process is proceeding at its own risk, without Manatee County’s evaluation for
offsite impacts. The County’s SP approval process requirements are located at:

https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/building _development services/online services/ins
tructions

Sincerely,

Robert G. Wenzel
Development Services Division Manager
County Zoning Official

Building and Development Services
Manatee County Government

cc:
Dr. Scott Hopes, County Administrator

Robert Reinshuttle, Deputy County Administrator

Jan Brewer, Deputy County Administrator/Chief Financial Officer
Charlie Bishop, Deputy County Administrator

William Clague, County Attorney

Camilo Soto, Assistant County Attorney
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